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Academic - On Monday, October 1, members of the Algonquin Jazz I Band, under the direction of Mr. Eric Vincent, played at 

the St. Rose golf tournament at the Wachusett Country Club in West 
Boylston.  The Algonquin band has been providing entertainment at the 
annual event for over a decade. The golf tournament raises money for youth 
services in the community.  Super kudos to our band members:  Scott 
Alberti – Trombone, Ethan Cardillo – Guitar, Jason Goguen – Drums, Jared 
Lin - Alto Sax, Jason Michalik - Tenor Sax, Justin Moyer – Trumpet and 
Mateo 
Oyola - Bari 
Sax.  
Robotics 

Class - Students in Mr. Strickland’s Robotics class are working 
in small groups designing and building robots. They started 
the year off using the LEGO education robotics kit. Some of the 
projects included designing high-speed transmissions to maximize speed, 
developing software algorithms to follow the walls of the hallway, and building a 
robot arm.  One group applied their previously learned knowledge in their Engineering 
Graphics class to design and 3D-print a fixture to hold a marker. They then pushed their thinking 

ARHS.   and developed a program to autonomously navigate the robot to write the letters 

 
  
 

Activities & Clubs  

On Friday, October 5 the ARHS Pep Band, under the leadership of Ms. Amy Collins and 
Mr. Eric Vincent, invited 8th- grade musicians from both Trottier and Melican Middle 
Schools to sit in with the band and perform at the football game!  The evening started, 

a quick rehearsal 
in the band room, 
and then a fun 
time by all 
performing in the 
stands at the 
game under the 
Friday Night 
Lights!  The night 
was sponsored by the Northborough-Southborough Music 
Association by providing the pizza and an Algonquin Music shirt for 

all participating 8th graders!  The Pep Band also performed on Monday, October 8th at the Heritage Day Parade in Southborough!    The 
Harbinger, for the first time as a print publication, is a Pacemaker Finalist from the National Scholastic 
Press Association.  This amazing accolade positions us with the best of the best in the nation.  The 
Harbinger Website was a finalist last year and is now a winner not only as a website but now in print.   
Best Buddies Massachusetts is hosting the annual Friendship Walk at the Bolton Fairgrounds Saturday, 
October 20th.   The event is also attended by others from Westborough, Nashoba, and other local 
schools and rivals. Our goal is to turn this event into a showcase of schools standing UNITED for 
friendship and inclusion for buddies.  Sophomore Steering Committee - The Class of 2021 is excited to 
announce that it's the first class to launch a Canvas course! The entire sophomore class (and their 
parents) will now see a "Class of 2021" course on their Canvas page where they will get 
announcements and information pertaining to all class activities. On October 4th we held our second annual "Fall Fest," a free ice cream 
social for the entire 10th - grade class! 

  



Athletics – AD Mocerino reports 

that as the fall season moves past the 
halfway point, many of our teams are 
already on a successful hunt for league 
championships with district tournaments 
closely following.   Calling all Algonquin 
families to join in our Code Tomahawk and 
attend an extra sport or fine arts event.  As 
we continue to push forward, we are 
already working with our winter coaches to 
prepare our students for the first day of 
tryouts which will be Monday, November 

26th.  “Code Tomahawk” REG culture is in full swing. Captain’s Breakfast is 
Wednesday, October 17th for all Fall Sports Team Captains. Our T-HAWK of the 
Month for the month of September are Keelin McWalter JV1 Volleyball, Alex 
Forrest Boys Cross Country, Callen Willworth Boys Varsity Soccer, Laura Dunderdale 
Girls Varsity Soccer, and Jacqui Moy Girls Varsity Soccer.  Our Leadership 
Ambassadors Program through Athletic Council begins this month.  We have 3 ambassadors, Lucy Gauvin, Nick Alcock and Mia 
McAuliffe.  Athletic Council and ARHS Student-Athletes will read at Peaslee Elementary School on Wednesday, November 14th at 2:15 
pm.  Our Boys Soccer, Girls Soccer, Field Hockey, Volleyball, Boy’s Golf and Girl’s XC have had stellar starts and continue into a winning 
season.  Volleyball Dig Pink game vs Marlboro ran a wonderful bake sale to raise monies for the fight against cancer.  Athletic Council 
and Fall Sports Athletes marched in the Southborough’s heritage day parade!  AD Mocerino sends his appreciation to Central Office, 
Superintendent Johnson,  Principal Walsh,  the Admin team at the high school, facilities for their hard work and help preparing the 
fields, Jon Drisko Athletic Trainer, our superb coaching staff, Susan Baburins who is far more than an administrative assistant, and our 
truly outstanding student-athletes.  As Mr. Mocerino says, “See you at the games!” 

 
 

Department Updates 
World History – We are proud to announce the launch of a department-wide service project, the "Bare Necessities Drive"! The theme 

is "Socktober"- classes are collecting new socks and feminine hygiene products to 
be donated to two shelters in Worcester, Veterans, Inc. a shelter for homeless vets 
and Abby's House, a shelter for homeless women & children who have been the 
victims of domestic violence. These products are some 
of the most important and needed items, yet are some 

of the least donated.  We are excited to 
begin the first of several department 
service-learning projects! 

 
 
Fine Arts – Our Fall Choral Concert is Wednesday, October 24 at 7 pm in the 
ARHS Auditorium.  Each curricular group will present a song in Spanish 
from Latin America, covering such topics as bakers who sell bread on credit, 
why baby chicks chirp, boats that go nowhere and a girl from 
Guantanamo.  In addition, the students will perform songs from Russia, Israel, 
England and, of course, the United States.  Algoncappella, Ladies First and 
AGents will add some fun pop songs to the mix for a lively evening of vocal music.  The 
Fall Instrumental Concert is scheduled for Thursday, November 1st at 7 pm in the ARHS 
auditorium.  We will hear performances by all the curricular bands and the orchestra, in addition to the two 
jazz bands.  The Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Amy Collins, will be premiering a new piece, written by 
Algonquin senior Zackary Entwistle, titled Livid in Color.  Zackary wrote the piece over the summer for the group, and the Wind 
Ensemble has been rehearsing the piece and they have been included in the editing process of the composition.  We are very excited 
about Zackary and his premiere!  
 
Science – We are working hard on our daily routines to leverage more time engaging in labs.  Our 
science clubs are just starting up next month.  They had an exemplary showing at the activity 
extravaganza.   
 



 
Applied Art & Technology – Our Marketing students in Mrs. Griffin and Mrs. Riley’s 

marketing classes presented their Food Truck Marketing Plan in our 
Second Annual Food Truck Festival.  The students conducted research 
on their business, prepared a marketing plan, and designed their 
food trucks. In addition, students in Mrs. Muise’s and Mrs. 
Giegucz’s Nutrition & Culinary Arts classes prepared light 
refreshments for the event.  Our 
Early Childhood Development 
program with Mrs. Muise’s students began introducing lessons on leaves and 

apples, exploring sensory activities and putting on puppet shows to our 
preschoolers.  The preschoolers are learning the routines of the 
class and the high school "teachers" are getting to know their 
students.  Our Fashion & Retail student’s in Ms. Ruffo’s Fashion & 
Retail class completed a Newspaper "Emmy" Project.  The students 
worked in groups ro create a newspaper garment destined for the Red Carpet at 
the 2018 Emmy Awards.  Students took inspiration from famous design houses 
such as Louis Vuitton, Gucci, Dior, and Chanel.    
 
 

Guidance – We are abuzz with students working to finalize early applications.  This is an exciting time as students prepare for life after 
Algonquin. The Annual College Fair was a huge success with students and parents 
flooding the gymnasium to meet with admissions representatives from over 100 
colleges.  Guidance hosted a college finance night for parents presented by the 
Massachusetts Education Finance Authority, MEFA.   THANK YOU to the 
Algonquin Writing Center hosted a “Night Against Procrastination” event to support the 
writing of college essays.  Our school counselors are partaking in Massachusetts 
School Mental Health Consortium (MASMHC) which is comprised of school 
districts committed to improving the well-being of all students.  This collaborative 
opportunity promotes counselors to share resources, practices, and policies that support school mental health.  The collaboration is a 
wonderful opportunity for our counselors.   
 
Library – Per our norm, the library is a busy space, especially during September.  Our Freshman classes have become regulars visiting 
with their history educators to the “Big Group” activities.  Our Big Group support and approach fosters student collaboration both 
within and outside of their classes improving development of global workforce skills as they tackle curricular items.  We are forging 
ahead on our speaker series with Dr. Angus Scrimgeour, Nutritional Biochemist, Military Nutrition Division, U.S. Army Research Institute 
for Environmental Medicine, speaking in November.  Dr. Scrimgeour will focus on a wide range of topics ranging from nutritional 
supplements to help soldiers recover from traumatic brain injury to the impact of Apartheid on public policy.  The library numbers 
continue to swell: 83 classes used the classrooms = 1655 students, 121 classes utilized the computer labs = 2453 students, and 5152 
students accessed the library on their own time.  Overall, there were 9260 student visits to the library and our Chromebooks were 
rolled out to 377 classes and put to use by 9425 students.   
 
Student Support & ESL - Unified Singing has started out on a great "note" and is still looking for more students to join.  Please see Mrs. 
Rutigliano in H324 if interested.  The ARHS Color Guard performed at our ARHS football opener and marched in the Heritage Day 
Parade Monday, October 8th.  Unified Basketball had their first home game last week and the Unified Singing club sang the National 
Anthem at the start of the game.  Our students continue to make connections with the community through in-school and out of 
school vocational/occupational opportunities that help them to build their confidence in numerous areas as they practice their soft 
skills. 
 
World Language – Ms. Araya and Ms. Osepchuk are productively utilizing their WL PLC to 
work on their AP classes and improve AP skills development.  The team discusses which 
strategies to use, developing their student goals together collaboratively, and look into 
new programs to better support improved instructional practices.  Ms. Moll ran a 
successful field trip to Boston integrating WL skills and making the learning come to life.  
Two of our educators have volunteered to be the Freshman Class Advisors, Mr.  
Greenwald and Ms. Squires.   
 



Physical Education & Health – Our Health and Fitness Department continues to impact and inspire students 
this year through a variety of activities and lessons.  This fall has brought out footballs for our senior 
curriculum and golf clubs for our freshmen, both providing a great fitness opportunity for our students.  As 
our seniors look for “first downs” and the freshmen “shoot for par,” the juniors are preparing to work with 
their adventure family to climb and the sophomores are learning about how to make healthy nutritional 
choices.    
 
Math – All Geometry CP courses covered Geometric Reasoning focusing 
inductive and deductive reasoning and then applying these types of 
strategies to real-life examples.  Our new project, Logic Project, 
challenged students to select two appropriate advertisements and then 
apply their newly learned math skills by writing a conditional if-then 
format including the converse, inverse, and contrapositive for each 
conditional statement.  Students had to demonstrate the application of 
multiple mathematical laws and follow their work up with a written 
summary of each advertisement promoting students to practice 
mathematical applications across curriculum and outside of the 
classroom.  This project supports how students making this connection between the way we think in mathematics and the real world.  
This project empowers students to understand how companies use slogans or eye-catching advertisements to imply that by 
purchasing/using their product will provide the promoted outcomes.   
 
English – We hosted a writing contest on the topic of Friendship as a follow up to the summer reading assignment.  A winner from each 
grade level will be announced at the end of October.  Our students from the National English Honor Society relished an afternoon book 
discussion on October 3rd with members from the Northborough Senior Center.  They read One in a Million Boy by Monica 
Wood.  They are planning another book discussion for this winter as they choose their next text.  Per the norm, our Seniors have only 
one thing on their minds -- College!!  Our English educators are providing additional class time and after-school support to conference 
with students about their college essays.  The Algonquin Writing Center (AWC) continues to push their work and support by having just 
hosted a Night Against Procrastination (this past Friday), for students who need help brainstorming ideas for the college essay.    
 
Administration – Ms. Tontodonato has continued to push her communication skills and to support promoting both communications 
with students as well as sharing wonderful accolades about students in her monthly student newsletter.  Dr. Walsh in her “Principal 
Message” for the student newsletter discusses the “Happiness Advantage” benefit.   The Happiness Advantage (Archor) reviews and 
pushes the benefits of having a happy and a positive outlook on life resulting in the tendency to succeed more.  The book goes on to 
discuss the advantage of the “Social Investment,” which aligns with the current work at Algonquin to focus on connections.  
Connections promote a positive support system at the adult and student level and across disciplines, athletics, academics and 
extracurricular.  So #thawknation, here we are in a world swarming with pressures and as we choose to build positive connections 
with peers, we promote our own successes.  Join in this movement as we all become game changers who bring smiles to our peers and 
students’ lives.   Go T-Hawks!  
 
 
 
 


